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Conversations with the Field - Alaska

Below is an email dialogue with one of PNE’s partners, Andrew Smith:
Audrey:

I only have a few brief moments of internet access here in Kaktovik, Alaska, but |
wanted to send a warm thank you [to PNE] for your support of our project. Just
minutes ago we finished the first of two economic development seminars with native
Inupiat who are seeking to start their own eco-tourism guiding services. Currently,
about 95% of the working population depends on oil industry money -- there is a long
road ahead but we're starting to plant the seeds for sustainable economic alternatives.
We will do everything that we can to build relationships with the people here while
nurturing good energy back down in the lower 48.

Your support is immensely appreciated by the entire team.

We look forward to seeing you back in Colorado and sharing some of the experiences
and work that you help to fund.

Best,

Andrew F. Smith

Executive Director - Treasure America Project
asmith@treasureamerica.org

Dear Andrew:

Your communication from Alaska was deeply appreciated. It's smart of you to stay
connected with other people who share the same commitment. Otherwise it can often
feel like you're alone facing an insurmountable project. The nature of the kinds of
projects we're all committed to require magnanimity of spirit that can't be delivered on
by an individual's ego trying to do good in the world. It demands synergistic
partnerships and an openness to miracles. That phenomenon where results come your



